
4. The process is very easy. Go to the site, select 5 Card Flickr tab, 
and it will ask: “Are you ready to play five card flickr?” 
Naturally, you are. Underneath, it asks: “Pick an image to add it 
to the story.” Here, simply pick the image you’d like to include 
in the story from the selection of five. Repeat the process for all 
five images. 

	 We chose a laptop in a rubbish bin (Image 1), then a coffee cup, 
a boy poking out his tongue, a red telephone box outside the 
Hard Rock Café, and a view of Big Ben (Image 2). If you’d like 
to use these, they saved at http://tr.im/lessonplan42

5.	Once the five images have been selected, you could discuss 
what can be written about them and then get your class to start 
writing a story based on them – or let them come up with their 
own ideas.

6.	You could ask them to use the images in order or swap them 
around. 

7.	Once the stories are done, discuss them and compare the results. 
Talk about how people have interpreted the images – whether 
they’re the same or different. And why this might be. Or 
whatever you want. There seems to be quite a few ways to work 
through the end results.

LESSON PLAN 42: five card flickr story
Objective: Write a story that connects a series of random images. 
Age range: 8-15

Lesson Plans can be downloaded from www.interfaceonline.co.nz©

What is Five Card Flickr Story?

Are you ready to play five card flickr? If you’re looking for some 
essay inspiration, a literary muse with a difference, Five Card 
Flickr Story (http://tr.im/fivecard) could provide a novel twist to 
matters . It’s based loosely on the Five Card Nancy game  
(http://tr.im/fivecardnancy) but instead of comic images this 
challenge uses photos from Flickr.

How does it work?

The site deals (selects) five random photos from Flickr. You then 
choose one. The site deals another five and you choose again. This 
process is repeated five times, so that you end up with a final set 
of five images. Now tell a story using them.

YOU WILL NEED

Computer. Internet connection. 

DEVELOPING SKILLS

Story telling, writing, spelling/grammar, visual language, 
sequencing, evaluation, critical thinking, creativity.

METHOD

1.	Introduce to your class the idea of a picture telling a story. Talk 
through how they can interpret a picture and evaluate what’s 
happening within it. Show them an image and ask them what 
they see in it – and how they would express this in words. Show 
them two images and, again, ask them what they see and how 
they’d describe it … and also how the images can be linked.

2.	Tell them that they are going to write a story about five different 
images – with the story linking them together.

3.	Using Five Card Flickr Story select five images – you can either:

• 	do this yourself and have the five images pre-prepared; or

• 	ask the class to help you select the images (especially if you 
can display this process on an interactive whiteboard); or

•		ask your students to select their own images (either 
individually or in groups).
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TIP: While we practised, we found it’s good to start with an 
image you really like – one that’s visually fun or interesting in 
some way, and will guarantee to get the story off to an great 
start (we thought the laptop in a bin, for example, conjures up 
all sorts of story scenarios). If you hit the tab bar again, the 
site will deal five new cards. However, once you start and 
select your first picture, you have to go all the way through 
otherwise, you’ll lose your images.

Follow-up activities

As well as the variations we’ve already discussed, you could:

•	 use sets of five images as chapters, and combine them to 
create longer stories;

•	 select from alternative sources of images – a magazine, 
class albums, even send the class out with a digital camera 
to take their own. 

Image 1

Image 2


